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National Beekeepers’ Association of 
New Zealand. 


The object of the Association is the Improvement of the 
Beekeeping Industry and furthering the interests and the 
prosperity of the Beekeepers throughout the Dominion. 

Membership is extended to any Beekeeper who is in accord 
with the aims and objects of the Association, on payment of a 
small fee. 

Read the Report of Conference, and see what the first 
year’s work has done for the Beekeeper. We shall be glad to 
have you as a member. 


DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS AFFILIATED. 

Waikato Beekeepers’ Association. Hon. Sec., W. Hooper Teed, 
Waihou, Thames Valley. 

Taranaki Beekeepers’ Association. Hon. Sec., H. W. Wareup, 
Hawera. 

Canterbury Beekeepers' Association. Hon. Sec., Miss Mackay, 
Middle Lincoln Road, Spreydon. Christchurch. 

Pahiatua Beekeepers’ Association. Hon. Sec., G. Bentley, 
Pahiatua. 

Southland Beekeepers’ Association. Hon. Sec., L. Gardiner, 
119 Elles Road, Invereargill. 

South Canterbury Beekeepers’ Association. Hon. Sec., R. Lang, 
Geraldine. 


OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ 
ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


President: Mr. Jas. Allan, ‘‘Oakleigh,’’ Wyndham, 
Vice-President: Mr. J. S. Cotterell, Manawaru, Te Aroha. 


Wxeeutive: Messrs. Н. W. Gilling, Matapu, Taranaki; S. 
Hutchinson, Hamilton East; C. A. Jacobsen, Little River; 
A. Ireland, 24 Andover Street, Merivale, Christchurch. 


General Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. R. W. Brickell, P.O. Box 572, 
Dunedin. 


A large membership will give the Executive increased funds 
with which to develop the local and foreign markets and push 
the export trade. Increased demand will raise the value of 
your honey crop. 
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. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DRONE. 


(By J. TINSLEY, Expert (First Class), B.B.A., and Lecturer, 
А Stone, Staffs.) 


Fertilisation in confinement is a dream of the past. Seien- 
tific queen breeders would give much to prove it an асеот- 
plished fact, but as no hope is held out, we must face the 
question with this information, at our disposal. Nature's mar- 
vellous method of preventing interbreeding in the honey bee 
in the natural way, and under natural conditions, is perfeet. 
I do not suppose that in the whole realm of nature we can get 
a more perfect objeet-lesson im the proof of the survival of the 
fittest than we do in the reproduction of the species in connec- 
tion with ‘‘ Apis mellifica.” 


Drone production is as natural to the bee as the building 
of nests is to the birds. [t is an instinet of the honey bee 
which will never be altered by man. As to the argument that 
in producing drones there is considerable loss of honey, what 
ean the loss be in comparison with the fact that the vitality of 
the future population is ensured? What is the feeding of a 
few hundred drones to the gain of a queen whose progeny 
may top 200 lbs. of surplus next year, or to the strengthening 
of the race to such an extent that disease may find no medium 
for propagation? 


The male plays an important part in bee-keeping, far 
greater than has ever been estimated by modern writers. The 
heekeeper is particularly eareful to select those colonies which 
show every desirable trait when he is selecting a mother; but 
as to the drone—well, to say the least, it is haphazard working 
with him, and drones are restricted in every possible way 


Conversely with a breeder of eattle. What is his basis 
for improvement of stock? Not the mother only, but the 
father also, and in this particular line the male always receives 
more attention than the female. 


The Government are now giving money grants towards 
the formation of Bull Societies in country distriets for the 
advantage of the small farmer and small holder who cannot 
afford a pedigree bull. Scientists and practical agrieulturists 
assure us that by this method not only the standard of the 
cattle will be improved, but the milk yield will be considerably 
increased. If this applies to the higher walks of life, surely 
it is obviously plain that it applies in no less degree in the 
lower ranks, such as insect life, Modern text-books are all in 
favour of restricting drones, and beekeepers themselves look 
on the males as so many “undesirables.” 


Ny, BREKEBPERS' JOURNAL. [Mareh 23, 1915, 

154 
сөт ‚ fathers of the industrious hive,” ag 
Drones! one uate is simply the language of the poet, 
Evans depis the usual license. Knowledge has progressed 
who is allowed was written, and, although we have no proof 
singe Ша Т more than one mission in life, yet they seem 
that drones fu with the district, for T find, when moving bees 
to he HAE. that the drones will find their way back, a 
in the Sea three to four miles, to the old. stand, пп. 
distance 0 1 by the workers, This shows that their excursions 
pace es be more frequent than is generally supposed, and 
зон ае covered must be fairly great. We are perfectly 
ae ae re that the drone is so constructed that he cannot 
hie to the flowers and sip the golden nectar; but are we to 
suppose that his only journeys nbroad are for the purpose of 
mating the queen? Seience will probably come to our aid in 


time. 

In a close study, I find that the drones from skeps are 
larger and stronger than those reared in frame hives. Probably 
this is accounted for by the fact that the bees, when left to 
themselves, build better combs than they do from foundation, 
and they also have plenty of scope for their work, 


It is not to be supposed that I wish everybody to bun 
his frame hives and go back to the skep. Every beekeeper 
should make a point of allowing some of his best stoeks to 
produee drones. He may not really want them for his own 
use, but he will be assisting Nature in sending into the district 
hardy specimens which, in ordinary cireumstances, would have 
been produced naturally in the skep. 


It is a good plan, when working with frame hives, to 
insert one frame fitted with half a sheet of worker foundation. 
The bees will complete the remainder of the eomb with drone 
cells. 


_ lam no advocate for trapping drones, especially when one 
imagines that he does not require their services because all 
his queens are mated, Possibly his neighbonr's drones have 
been responsible in this respect, and Nature, in her marvellous 
manner, has brought this about in order that an exchange of 
blood may be effeeted and. interbreeding obviated. The hee- 
keeper's own ignorance may result in the deterioration of the 
race in his neighbourhood, and in time this will be felt everely. 
Who knows but that the present “Isle of Wight Disease” is 
attributable to the lowered vitality of the male? Probably 
Аш has wiped out thousands of stocks has heen 
ENE нуын, з am gnoranee, and Nature is simply 


_ Scientific appliane 
vineed that at the р 
attention to the 


es need scientific working, I am con- 
resent {îme we are paying too much 
queen and too little to the drone, 

j ир. natural conditions drones nre e 
E a aA оАо Шу are extensively restricted, Until 
\ J Й he drone apart from his “one ject d 
life," we shall do well to e ) тош lp рор оед tn 


Sar e гору Nature a neourage n g 
sprinkling of drones in our best, Med БЙЛУ ДЫШ 


xtonsively reared, 
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EXPERIMENTS IN INTRODUCING. 


Seeing that this season the honey crop was doomed to 
failure, I set to work to re-queen the whole of my apiary. In 
the early spring, having a number of weak stocks, I placed 
a number of them on strong colonies above excluders. In 
each case both queens went to work, and filled up top and 
bottom supers with brood. I placed a number of weak colonies 
on weak colonies; result, the bees of the upper colony deserted 
and joined the lower colony, but neither queens was killed, 
though the upper one was left with very few bees, and spent 
most of her time on the exeluder. 

When re-queening in February, I reasoned that if the 
queen and the bulk of the brood were put im the top storey, 
and, say, two frames of brood in the bottom storey with a ripe 
cell, all would be well: the cell would hatch, and, having an 
open door, would mate, and when laying, the upper queen could 
һе killed and the lower one allowed to take her place. Result. 

I chose twenty-four hives along the back row, put the 
queens in the upper storeys above excluders, put down two 
frames of brood, and gave a ripe cell. The cell hatched all 
right, and all seemed to be going well, though [ noticed that 
some of the virgins were having a fairly rough time. A month 
after I examined these hives, and not one virgin laying out 
of the lot; all killed, and nothing but a lot of old worker bees 
with tattered wings in the bottom storey, while the original 
queen was doing famously in the upper super. АП honey 
was carried into the upper super, while the combs in the lower 
one were blocked with pollen. 

Well, thought I, that method is no good, so I must give 
the smoke method of introduction another severe test. I have 
lately noticed in the bee journal that it is not a success, Last 
year I introduced sixty queens in as many minutes by the 
smoke method and never lost a queen; but as seasons often 
alter cases, I decided to try again this year. In the middle of 
February I went through twelve hives, killed their queens, 
and by the time I was finished robbing was getting a fair hold. 
Within an hour I smoked im a laying queen to eaeh. Next 
week I went through them all, and found the queens laying 
just as if there never had been a change. Since then I have 
smoked in queens into all classes of hives—hives that have 
been queenless for six weeks; hives that have been raising 
cells for me, and I have even smoked in a laying queen into 
a Шуе that had already two laying queens (mother and 
daughter), and all three worked together for a month, until I 
diseovered the triplieity and dissolved the partnership. 

My method of procedure is:—Be sure the hive is queenless; 
get the smoker going strong; ure a piece of wet cloth to 
blook up the hive (a dish-eloth is just the thing), Blow a good 
strong blast of pungent smoke into the hive, and bloek up with 
the wet eloth. Leave for one minute. Turn back one corner 
of the cloth and blow in another blast of the smoke. Trot the 
queen in, block up, and leave for twenty minutes to half an 
hour, Take away the cloth, but don't open the hive for a few 
days. I prefer a week, for if I then find eggs, I know she laid 
them and that she is safe, 


ROBT, GIBB, 
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EDUCATIONAL ADVERTISING. 


gn from time to time about the 
pal is being Lo dtes market, both loeally and 
best means of develop ate, In the February issue of the 
abroad, by suitable VE 185) there is a paragraph whieh 
Journal of Ai T rl operator of the Department has 
says:— The Sem ying pictures illustrating the phormium- 
taken a seres af Жк a film of which has been sent to 
fibre (uative mae) This supplies the idea. Let the 
the Panama eer ЖА ih this operator and innoeulate him 
mentee’ ортту ШИ pee fever. so that he will become à real 
s pt culture, and fit to make a lively moving film 
И O never-to-be-forgotten lessons at the pie- 
TOP alls The picture could start with the novice doing his 
Hae are full of lively bees, stings and swollen results, 
ds a ee well done, and the bees moving well forward on 
tae the audience would be thrilled almost to screaming 
point. Follow this with loads of supers filled with golden 
PeR ot being wheeled from the hi to the extractor, and 
follow the honey from the power-driven extraetor to the tanks, 
and finally to the packed cases ready for market. Finish. up 
the film with a picture of delighted consumers around a dining- 
table eating pure New Zealand honey, the choicest and purest 
of Nature's sweets yet known to man. A moving picture 
like this, if well done, would do much to remove erroneous 
ideas regarding “strained honey’’ from the public, mind, and 
replace it with the knowledge of modern methods of extracting 
by machinery under clean sanitary conditions. A good film 
or films on this subject would catch on with managers of 
picture shows. and the people would want to see as well as 
hear about them. It would be highly educative in an attractive 
and amusing form, and while it would help the beekeeping 
industry, it would also bring to the notice of the people one of 
Nature's best health foods, and thus enable them to live 
healthier and eonsequently more useful lives. 


A good d 


The Direetor of the Apiaries Division of the Agricultural 
Department should be urged to get one of the apiary inspectors 
and the cinematograph operator to devote a few weeks to the 
work of getting out a series of fi as outlined above, Good 
pictures on this subject should create h a demand that the 
advertising might be a source of profit instead of expense. 


R.B. 


Waimanu. 


[A splendid suggestion, which will be kept in view.—Ed.] 


The Editor will he pleased to receiv, 
articles from beekeepers and others on 
interest to the honey industry—articles on technical questions, 
suggestions for improving the flora of distriets to fill the gap 
between early spring and the « advantages of a 


clover flow, the 
12-frame over the 8 and 10-frame hive, the uses of excluders, &e 
, &e, 


e contributions and 
any matters of general 
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HONEY CROP PROSPECTS. 


The Director of the Orchards, Gardens, and Apiaries 
Division has received from apiary instructors the following 
reports concerning honey crop prospects :— 

Auckland.—As previously reported the honey crops will be 
below the average. In a few cases a light late flow slightly 
improved matte Waikato beekeepers report trouble with 
thick honey this season. Prospective good export prices are 
giving a stimulus to beekeeping. veral enquiries have been 
made regarding suitable locations for starting.—G. V. West- 
brooke. March Ist, 1915. 

Wellington. —Average crops in Taranaki, Manawatu, and 
Wairarapa; а very poor егор, owing to the drought, in Hawke's 
Bay; a phenomenal yield rowid Palmerston North, one man 
to date (20/2/15) having extracted from 500 hives 67,200 lbs. 
with a prospect of a still further yield. Higher prices than 
usual should rule this vear.—F. A. Jacobsen. March 5th, 1915. 
thristchureh,—Evom almost every part of my district re- 
to hand stating this is one of the worst seasons experi- 
for many years. In Marlborough several leading bee- 
keepers complain of the v гу season and shortage of honey. 
Im North Canterbury е has suffered for want of rain. 
Several large ay stimate their erop will only be about 
one-quarter of their usual. These conditions are also applicable 
to mid and South Canterbury. There are, of course, one or two 
rare exceptions to the above. Many beekeepers are asking 4d. 
to 444d, in bulk. Sections are scarce, and should command 
higher prices this season.—L. Bowman. March Ist, 1915. 

Dunedin.—'There is nothing fresh to report this month, 
conditions being the same as reported last month.—E. A. Earp. 
Mareh 1st, 1915. 


HONEY FOR THE DISTRESSED POOR OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. ^ 


Now that the extraeting season is in full swing and we 
have honey available, it is opportune that an effort be made 
to collect and ship the first contribution of honey for this very 
laudable object. If you are prepared to contribute even a very 
small quantity, will you please send a note to one of the Sec- 
retaries of the Branehes of the National Beekeepers' Associa- 
tion stating how much you ean spare, the class of package, and 
when it will be available. Arrangements for shipment ean 
then be made, and instruetions will be sent you when and 
where to forward it. 

It would be a good plan if some enthusiast were to canvass 
each district. We might even have district contributions. In 
order to save expense in the Home Land, and to ensure a wide 
distribution, the most suitable packages would be 1, 2, and 5lb. 
pots, tins, or packets. We shall be glad also of contributions 
of cash to pay the eost of shipment. 


R. W. BRICKELL, 
Secretary National Beekeepers’ Association. 
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FOUL BROOD AND OTHER DISEASES OF BEES. 


(Extraet from Thirteenth Annual Report of the Illinois State 
Beekeepers’ Association.) 


(Continued from last issue.) 


Symptoms. 

The larval bees (in last of May and through June) show 
light brown spots; а little later the eappings have small holes 
in—the cappings are not shrunken or dark coloured, as in foul 
brood. The dead bee will be first swollen, with a black head 
dried to a hard bunch, and often turned up—Chinaman-shoe- 
like. The skin of the dead bee is quite tough, and, if punctured, 
the thin, watery fluid of the body will flow as freely as water, 
often a little yellow or brownish coloured from the dissolved 
pollen from the abdomen of the bee, It has very little or no 
smell; does not at any time stick to the walls of the comb; is 
easily pulled out of the cell; is never гору or stieky, and, if the 
colony is properly eared for, the bees will take care of them- 
selves. Plenty of liquid, unsealed honey and pollen near the 
brood, and hives so protected as to keep the bees and brood 
comfortable on cold days and nights. 

Never put bees on old black brood-combs, or those with 
dead broods in; better make wax of the combs, and give the 
bees full sheets of brood-comb foundation. 


Treatment, 

Keep all colonies strong, with plenty of unsealed honey 
near the brood, and if hives are properly sheltered, so as to 
be warm on cold days and nights, there will be little or no 
pickled brood. If the queen is old, shows signs of weakness 
by putting several eggs in one brood-cell and nursing several 
others, so that the brood is patehy, I would kill such a queen, 
feed the bees a little, and, when queen-cells are started, remove 
them all and give them a queen and bees, between two of her 
own brood-combs from a hive where she has lived. I do not 
think piekled brood is often the fault of the queen, but rather 
a lack of proper food and heat in the hive, in most cases a 
shortage of liquid honey, or mouldy pollen, even in hives with 
plenty of sealed honey in the outer eombs, There is a time 
in spring in Wisconsin, between dandelions and white clover 
bloom, when there is no honey coming in from flowers, and 
often cold days and nights, so that the live bees consume the 
liquid, unsealed honey first, and cluster in a compact body to 
keep warm. The result often is the larval bee, just changed 
from the egg to a tender little grub, is either starved, half-fed 
or chilled, so that it grows slowly, and too often it dies, and 
then it is we first notice this about the time white clover honey 
bogins to come in. In other parts of the State where pickled 
brood appeared, it was from the same cause, and at other dates, 
which was due to a difference of time of honey bloom, 

Wherever 1 fed daily some honey, or even sugar syrup, 
and kept the hive warm, all dead brood soon disappeared, while 
in the same apiaries other colonies affected and not so treated 
continued for some time, but got rid of it as soon as treated. 


(To be continued, ) 
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Applications аге invited from BEEKEEPERS ONLY 
for SHARES in this important enterprise, 


NEW ZEALAND CO-OPERATIVE 
HONEY PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


LIMITED. 


CAPITAL  - - £3,000 


This Association br a Co-operative Organisation, established for the pnr 
of warkting the houey product of the Dominios solely ia the Interests of 
producers, 
lt пах tukeu over from fhe National Beekeepers’ Assoetetion 
recelved by It Bristol nat Domin roducer¥ Association, Li 
has made a 0 latter Association for tbe delivery of mot lees 
n One Hui n Five Hundred Tons per annum of Lah 
пу, for a year». on a üxed guarantee of a return oí 
"phe price is nett for Honey delivered Cob. at maim ports, less 
penses. per cent. commission. The Producerw Associution, 
while guaranteeing urn of td. per Ib. also undertake to рау 3» much 
larger n sum as possible, the impression being that ap (0 34 per Ib. wlll bo 
forthcoming. 
‘The experience of 
fur ns export to Gre 


offer 
and 


Hoy producers ia the past throughout New Zealand, аз 
Britain te concerued, is that the results have not been 
purtlenlurly satisfactory. The boney bas been dumped on to the Home warket, 
and huned In the r md-ready style generally accorded to overseas con 
wgumemts. Under the contract above referred to, the Bristol Assoclation recelve 
the honey in bulk at thelr warehouse In Bristol, where provision will be made 
Tor Its bottling and packing in such а way ая will meet the requirements of the 
retail market In Grent Britalu. It will be sold bearing a uniform aud attractive 
label, and with a continuous supply of а standard quality, |t will doubtlexw 
command top prices. In this way the hooey producers of New Zealand will 
recolve the bulk of the proüt Instead of the middleman, as beretofore. 
7 Ltd, hare 
nd invite 
ing full 


Tho New Zenland Co-operative Honey Producers Amwoclatio: 
now hefore t the task of raising this large quantity of boney 
the’ co-operation. of the beekeepers throughout tbe Dominion im 
advantage of tho splendid terum which are now before the 

In order to deal with the proposition in a bosigess-like way. the honey 
will only be received from members of the Assoclation, every oue of whom 
Wilk bo requir ‘undertake the supply of a certain (minimum: quantity of 
honey per попот for three years Shar» will be allotted in accordance with 
tho average quantity of honey to be supplied by each producer із the proportion 

for every  hundredwelght of Honey delivered. The value of the 
No deposit or other payment is required, aa t 
Of one-eighth of a penay рее ib. on the returns received from 
honera honey wil he apphed to the payment of the shares until such time 
ne tho shares are fully pald up, when no further deduction will be made, and 
hones may then be shipped by the producer In any quaatity free of shure 
deduction. 

As It te icipated that the shares will be fully applied for, it has been 
doll ive pen lou» from wembers of the National Dwe- 
uot fet members of this Organisation 


for shares In the above Company 


Au application foru for abares will be posted oa cecelpt of request by any 
ot the following :— 
Mr, H. W. GILLING, Chairman of Directors N.Z. Co-op. Honey 
Producers’ Association, Ltd., Matapu, Taranaki й 
Mr. F, €. BAINES, Secretary N-Z. Co-op. Honey Producers 
‘Association, Ltd., Normanby, Taranaki. 
М і e| ^ Asso- 
Mr. R. W. BRICKELL, Seeretary National Beekeepers 
ү ciation of NZ. P.O. Box 572, Dunedin. 
Aud the Secretaries of all the District Associations 
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ANNUAL FIELD DAY. 


The members aud friends of the Canterbury Beekeepers 
Association to the number of about fifty went by motor launch 
to Governor's Bay on February 20th. They were welcomed 
and hospitably entertained by Dr, and Mrs. Pairman in their 
beautiful grounds, the host and hostess expr ng their plea- 
sure at meeting the members and their friends. Among those 
present were Mr. J. Rentoul (President) and Mr. R. MeKuighi 
(Secretary Cheviot Branch of the ОЛА.) and Mr. W. E. 
Barker (Peel Forest). The weather was ideal, and the time was 
pleasantly and profitably spent in demonstrations and diseus- 
sions relating to bee eulture. 


, 


Mr. L. Bowman (apiary inspeetor) opened and examined 
a hive, and explained how to detect disease if present. Dr. 
Pairman had carried out some experiments on lines laid down 
in “Gleanings in Bee Culture," and the examination by the 
inspector demonstrated the complete suecess of the treatment. 


Mr. Barker read an interesting paper on “The Flora of 
New Zealand in Relation to the Honey Bee," and showed 
what a valuable asset the native bush is to the beekeeper. 


After-lunch Mr. E. G. Ward (President) reviewed the 
activities of the Association from its inauguration in 1907 till 
the present. He showed the advantages and privileges of mem- 
bership, and made an appeal for help in honey contributions to 
the fund being raised by the ional Association for the 
poor of Britain and Belgium. 


Mr. R. W. Briekell (Seeretary of the National Association) 
expressed his pleasure at being present, and gave an exhaustive 
explanation of what the National Association had done to put 
the industry on a better footing. He explained the details 
of the contraet between the Bristol and Dominions Produeers' 
Association and the reeently-formed N.Z. Honey Producers’ 
Association for the export of honey and the Government regu- 
lations dealing with the grading and packing of honey. Much 
interest was shown, and a hopeful future for the industry 
expressed, 


Mr. A. Ireland gave a history of the action the Canterbury 
Beekeepers’ Association had taken during the last three years 
in bringing about the present satisfactory state of things, and 
energetically urged those present to become shareholders in 
the Co-operative Association, 


. The afternoon was spent in social inte 
discussion of some of the technicalities and erienees in bee- 
Keeping, After tea hearty votes of thanks were passed to Dr, 
and Mrs. Pairman and the ladies for providing refreshments, 
The party left for town well satisfied with the field day of 1915, 


E. G. WARD. 


course, and the 


Did you ever stop to think what a beautiful word “honey” 
is, and how careful you had to be when you said it to the other 
fellow’s girl? 
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POVERTY BAY BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeti 


of the Poverty Bay Beekeepers’ 
ciation was held recent] The elec of offic vus PE 
Mr. Geo. Stevenson being re-elected President; Mr. B. L ^ 
was re-elected Vice-President, and Mr J. B. Adams re-elected 
Secretary. The President pointed out that on account of the 
recent dry weather the honey crop was almost a total failure 
in the East Coast District. Mr. Adams referred to what he 
considered an inaccuracy of the Government inspector's recent 
report, in which he stated that the honey crop in this district 
would be an average one. This could not possibly have applied 
to this portion of the inspector's district, as at the time the 
report was made there was no honey in view. 


THE CONFERENCE OF 1915. 


The annual Beekeepers’ Conference will be held in Welling- 
ton early in June, probably about the date of the King’s 
y, So that those attending may take advantage of the 
cheap fares announced by the Railway Department 

The Conference, will be the most important yet held. In 
spite of the fact that the season has been a comparatively poor 
one, a large attendance is expected, as beekeepers are a hopeful 
crowd, and place great confidence in a bountiful crop next 
season, 

Foremost amongst the matters for dis 
new co-operative selling scheme, more effective organisation, 
how to obtain a better administration of the Apiaries Act. 
If there is any question affecting the general welfare which 
readers would like brought forward, they should communicate 
with the Secretaries of the Beekeepers’ Associations in the 
various districts. 


ussion will be the 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 


The Californian Beekeepers’ Association have announced 
an International Congress of Beekeepers in 1915, to be held 
in San Francisco in the currency of the Panama-Pacifie Expost- 
tion, in September or early in October. 

The Secretary, Mr. A. B. Shaffner, 4232 W. First Street, 
Los Angeles, will be glad of the name of any beekeeper who 
would be likely to attend the Exposition, and who would take 
part in a five-day programme. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

"The following subseriptions have been received since last 
S D. Best, Bristol & Domini Assn, John Ball, C. D. Chin 
A. Cunningham, John Deegan, n Dickie, Geo, Gilbert, б. Hanks 
ton, D, F. Hughes, O. J. H ‚ W. J. Jordon, J. L. Tanni ы L 
Murray, Wm, MoKnight, Dr. Pairman (1916), J. Pritchard, К. Л 
W. Robertson. 


m 
z 
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Good Things from Everywhere. 


“ In the Multitude of Councillors there is Wisdom.” 


Beekeepers who are battling with disease, block up your 
honey house bee-escapes. 


A woman writing from a mid-Canterbury district asks if 
she ean get an extractor to extract comb from box hives. How 
many box hives? 


Mice do а great deal of damage about the hives in the 
winter, but a little poisoned wheat put under the hives where 
it will keep dry will keep the place free of these vermin, 


One of the things that makes honey especially desirable is 
its content of enzym, which seems to aid digestion by ils mere 
presence, There is nore in su 


As a result of representations made to him by the National 
Beekeepers’ Association, Dr. Frengley (chief Health Officer) 
under the Sale of Foods and Drugs Act has agreed to amend 
the regulations which allow the water content of honey the 
very high percentage of 26 and to substitute 20 per cent. 


Mr. J. A. Moreland tells the story that a shipment of honey 
was sent fram Blenheim some twenty-six years ago. The pro- 
ducer thought there was a fortune in shipping to England, 
His disgust and annoyanee may be imagined when he found 
that the eosts had eaten up all the returns, and he had to pay 
a further 2/- for the privilege of inaugurating exports from 
w Zealand to the Homeland. 


The only bright spots in an exceedingly barren outlook in 
Marlborough recently were the patches of lueerne clover, and 
these gave the beekeepers of that distriet the only surplus they 
obtained, The honey is of almost white colour, with a smooth 
grain and a delightful flavour, Lucerne is rapidly coming into 
favour among dairymen as winter feed, and in those districts 
which are affeeted with drought it would pay the beekeepers 
to bring lucerne prominently before the notice of their neigh- 
hours, and, where possible, to sow a patch. 


Now that the new season’s honey is being placed upon the 
market, we draw the attention of the packers to the regulations 
under the sale of Foods and Drugs Aet governing the labelling 
of honey, These regulations have been drafted, as für as we 
can gather, without any reference to the Beekeepers’ Assoein- 
tions of the Dominion, and we shall be glad of an expression 
of opinion as to whether they are оп right lines, and, if not. 
wherein they could be improved. ^ 


March 28,1915] N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL, Ж 
Reports from all over the country seem to indicate that the 
present system of аріагу inspection is not giving tite a 
amount of satisfaction that is expected, and that the БОТ E 
nuisance has not yet been wiped out or anything like it We 
are under the impression that not much further advance will 
be made until we have a change of system. It will be the duty 
of the next Conference to take the administration of the 
Apiaries Act into very careful consideration, and to suggest 
to the Department of Agriculture some method by which an 
improvement can be made. М 


Plum Trees for Shade, . Profit, апа Wind-breaks.—My 
apiary of 100 colonies is located on au area of 48 square гой» 
of land. On this plot of ground I have fifty-five plum trees, 
four apple trees, and three pear trees. I find the plum trees 
extremely well adapted for shade, and each oceupies only a 
small space. I find also that they are very profitable, as the 
net income from my plums last season was £16. The trees 
afford a much better wind-break tham a fence. I have tried 
both. 


This season T have had to kill several queens which would 
not start laying, though they were mated and developed as 
fully as heavy-laying queens. Late in the season I saw one 
which had not been mated very loi the drone organs were 
still attached to her. Over a wi afterwards she had uot 
started laying. On examining her closely, I found a part of 
the drone organs still attached. It was dried hard and about 
twice the size of a pin’s head. I removed it with a pin, and a 
few days after she was laying —A. В. 


NEW ZEALAND CO-OPERATIVE HONEY PRODUCERS’ 
ASSOCIATION, LTD. 


SHAREHOLDERS. 

The Company is ехрегіе g very considerable difficulty, 
owing to the few steamers sa and the shortage of space, in 
obtaining space for the shipments of honey to Bristol, and in 
order that arrangements may be made as early as possible it is 
necessary that you advise me at once when your honey will be 
ready, 


TIMARU SHAREHOLDERS’ NOTICE. 


The advice note for all honey consigned to the Government 
Grading Stores, Timaru, should be sent and addressed to the 
Timaru Cold Stores and Ice Co., and not to the New Zealand 
Express Co, as previously advised. 


F. С. BAINES, Secretary. 


164 N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. [March 23, 1915. 


Correspondence. 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 


Sir, —At last ye Conference I proposed that the Execu- 
tive should collect samples of honey from all parts of the 
Dominion to form a permanent exhibit to be shown at the most 
prominent shows in both Islands. I don't know whether any- 
thing has been done in the matter, and even if something 
been [ think my suggestion will help. 


as 


If all the beekeepers attending Conference will bring a 
sample of their honey, put up in an exhibition jar, we should 
have at once a representative exhibit, and the whole could be 
set up in the room in exhibition form so that we could give 
an order to the factory to make the necessary stands, also the 
ases for holding them for transhippi The clear white glass 
jars with fancy stoppers used by confectioners make an ex- 
cellent jar for exhibiting honey, and can be bought off contec- 
tioners for 2/- or 3/-. I paid 2/6 for mine. Therefore, to set 
the ball rolling, Mr. Editor, I will bring one jar of the finest 
honey New Zealand produces (that'll fetch Сеш!) for our 
exhibit; therefore, brother (and sister) beekeepers, if you think 
you сап beat the cream of Taranaki, or if you don't, bring 
along, send along, but get it there—that sample put up in a 
nice jar, to form a good exhibit to boost the industry along. 
Further, if it is thought that some beeswax would be a help, 1 
will bring a slab of the very best, one that has taken so many 
prizes that I'm afraid to say how many; you might not believe 
me, (Oh, yes!) 

To avoid simply a few of us bringing down samples, only 
to find there wasn't enough to make an exhibit worthy of the 
cause, and consequently have to take them home again, I would 
suggest vou insert a list in the Journal of all who will bring 
along samples, whieh you ean start with my name for one jar 
of honey and one slab of beeswax.—I am, ete., x 


FRED. C. BAINES. 


Normanby, 14th March, 1915. 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 


Sir.—Would you be kind enough to answer through your 
Journal which is the most suitable hive to adopt, as I under- 
stand some beekeepers prefer a 10-frame hive and some 12- 
frame, and а very few 8-frame. I had three hives of bees this 
last spring, and caught four stray swarms; one hive T split up 
and made two colonies in spring, and from one of them I 
seeured 114 fine finished seetions; the other hives and swarms 
I caught, I increased up to 42 strong colonies. Is this con- 
sidered a fair inerease? Last season from my one hive T got 
over 200 lbs. of honey. I intend to go into the hee business 
when T gain a little more experienee,—I am, ete,, 


AT PRESENT A KEEPER OF BRES, 
Whakatane, February 25th, 1915, 
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FOUL-BROOD, 
(TO THE EDITOR.) 
Sir,—One who lives in a foul.brood.infected 
find a good deal of sympathy for R. J, Bibby 
protests. In what I am going to say I am not at all blam; 
the inspectors, but wish to point out that it is now time that 
a new method of dealing with beekeepers was adopted by te 
Department. When the Apiaries Act first came into force i 
was necessary to educate many heekeepers up to it, and this 
appears to have been the policy of the Department, and the 
work still carried out by the inspectors is more that of instruc- 
tion than inspection. Of course, the work of instruction could 
go on indefinitely, as there always will be beginners; but with 
the literature now in existence. a Department always ready to 
advise, and Associations in е distriet, the beginner who 
wishes to get advice can always do so, and the Department's 
officers could give more time to making the business worth 
while when they did learn, While inspection and instruction 
go together, the first becomes the last and the last first, and 
one man’s instruction is probably his neighbour's destruction 
Under the present system this sort of thing happen man 
has a few colonies of bees; he puts supers on and takes them 
off all in due season, and everything is lovely. How about 
the brood chambers? Oh, the inspector went through them 
two years ago, or three years ago, and said they were right, 
The inspector comes again in due course, and this time they 
are wrong, and he gets a notice to clean up by a certain date. 
The owner leaves it as long as he сап, and then he gets a 
bustle on. There may be a honey flow and may be not, but 
he cleans up. and all his neighbours’ bees help him; and 
things settle down again for another period. With this sort 
of thing going on, I see no hope of eliminating disease in the 
next fifty years. When the registration of beekeepers becomes 
am accomplished fact, and every beekeeper located, the Depart- 
ment then should put the responsibility of dealing with disease 
on the beekeeper, Instead of the inspector, after finding 
disease, having to give notice of treatment and shepherd his man 
uutil he did it, a beekeeper should be made liable who has 
disease in his apiary, and who has not taken reasonable steps 
to get rid of it. This may strike some as very severe, but Lam 
satisfied it is only by stringent measures that the elimination 
of disease will be secured. The casual and careless beekeeper 
would soon learn that he must examine and treat his diseased 
colonies at the first honey flow in the spring. The industry is 
now, I think, on a large enough scale for the man right in to 
have first call, and the beginner and casual a standard to keep 


up to.—I am, ete., APTARIUS. 


T district can 
sand W. B. Bray's 


(то THE EDITOR.) 

Sir, —My apiary is run with a view to producing as much 
Wax as possible, as honey here will not extract with a rotary 
extractor, Tn every Journal there are letters from wiseacres 
proclaiming the necessity of inspection by officials for the pur 
Pose of stamping fonl-brood ont of the colony. T s 
inspection as much as anyone, but it is nonsense to talk a 
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e disease out. The colony contains immense аге, 
of impenetrable bush, containing thousands of hives of bees, 
among which disease is rampant. | pel : wo can serve the same 
notice on the Lord Almighty as is served on the human bee. 
Keeper a large part of the colony can never be kept Permanent} 
free from disease, Foul-brood is а disease easily Controlled 
by careful attention to the brood chamber in spring. My advice 
to any beekeeper in an infected district is—give the bees entire 
new combs every spring, and boil the old ones down for w; 
after hatehing out the brood.—I am, cte., 


H. N. DRAPER, 


stamping th 


ах 


Te Kauwhata, Магеһ 7. 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 

Sir, —At the risk of showing my ignorance, may I ask you 
where Mr. Jacobsen’s distriet lies. I notice in his official 
report he says "he anticipates an average егор in his district,’ 
Most certainly the whole of ‘the East Coast cannot be in his 
district, as it is impossible to get an average crop in a desert, 
Ineidentally this is the worst season since 1882 to my know- 
ledge, Hawke's Bay is in a similar condition. I would he 
pleased if you will publish the enclosed news clipping :— 

“Drought Effeets—Position in Hawke's Bay—Bad Pros- 

peets. In parts of Hawke's Bay, owing to continued 
drought, the position is desperate. . . . There has never 
been anything like it since 1879. . . . In many places 
stoek ave dying of starvation. Large numbers have 
heen sent over to the West Coast, and are being grazed 
there... Unless we get rain within the next six weeks 
the prospects of winter growth will be very remote, 
and a heavy loss of stoek may be anticipated right 
away from Kidnappers to the Wairarapa Lake.” 
—I am, ete., JAS. B. ADAMS. 
Gisborne, March 9th, 1915. 


„ [The Wellington District inelndes Wellington, Wairarapa. 
Wanganui, Manawatu, Hawke's Bay, and Poverty Bay. —Ed.] 


INSPECTION OF APTARTES. 
(TO THE DDITOR.) 

Bir,—Beekeepers could to some extent help the inspectors 
to keep track of the area affected by foul-brood if, after over- 
hauling the bees in the spring, they were to make a report 
to the district inspector showing the number of colonies (if 
апу) affected with disease, T think that most of the readers of 
the Journal would willingly supply a report, As a matter of 
fact, it is compulsory to notify the presence of disease within 
seven days. Т make the suggestion to the Department that they 
d mr forms to all subscribers of the Journal to make а 
P рї He idea. I would suppose that they at least would be 
ied awake enough to know disease and the advantage 0 
detecting it; but nevertheless the question could be asked, “Are 
you acquainted. with the symptoms of foul-brood1'' and “Do 
you know of any diseased bees in your district 1" —I am, ete. 


W. B. BRAY. 
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HONEY COMPETITIONS AT SHOWS. 


DUNEDIN WINTER SHOW, JUNE 1st to 4th, 1915. 
oney, in two glass bottles, total not exceeding 
Claes Е First prize, fi; second prize, 10/-. х 
Class No. 43—Honey, in comb, not exceeding 4 lbs. :—First 
а prize, £1; second prize, 10/-. 
Special Prizes given by Alliance Box Co., Ltd.—For the Best 
Case of Honey ready for Export; to һе judged on 
Points by the Government Grader:—First prize. 
£1 10/-; second prize, 10/-. 
Entries to be sent to H. V. FULTON, Seeretary, Dunedin. 


March 2 


MANAWATU WINTER SHOW, JUNE 22nd to 25th, 1915. 


Table Honey in elear glass jars, 3 jars, 2 Ibs. each. (May be 
assorted colours.) 
Honey in Comb. 10 Sections. 1 н 
Best Exhibit Granulated Honey, in elear glass jars. No limita- 
tion. 
1 Export Case Granulated Honey (dark). 
1 Export Case Granulated Toney (medium amber). 
1 Export Case Granulated Honey (ligh aber). 
The Honey will be judged by Government Graders, 
Entries to be sent to W. T. PENNY, Secretary, Palmerston 
North, 


The Beekeepers’ Exchange. 


FOR SALE. | WANTED. | TO EXCHANGE. 


ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be inserted 
at the rate of 2/- per 36 words per insertion, 


FOR SALE, а Small APIARY, consisting of eight Colonies 
of Bees, extractor, and sundries; good condition; plenty of 
stoves.—Particulars from ** NATHOLA,'' Р.О. Box 86, Dunedin. 


BEESWAX WANTED. 
RAW MATERTAL FOR LOCAL INDUSTRY. 
Having large orde 
BEESWAX on a cash b 
and prevent the price of W: 


for Foundation to fill, we are buying 
Keep the money in the country, 
7 from slumping by selling direct 
to us, Get a hot-water p! The extra Wax yon get pays 
for it. We offer 1/3 per lb. for Clean Wax delivered at 
Lyttelton, Write for instructions. 

BARRETT & BRAY, 

Wainui, 


‚ PATRIOTIC BEEKEEPERS —Support your country by 
using Local-made Goods, Use *ACORN" COMB FOUNDA- 
RON, and save 20 per cent. on your Comb Foundation bill. 

eckeepers’? own Wax made up—Particulars from 

А. ECROYD, 
177 Shirley Road, Christchurch, 
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TO BEEKEEPERS! 
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HONEY TINS sf wll eines for Lore) wed Export Trade wy 
euppiy Tine plein ++ атмай 


Send we en of ponr rewquiremente, whew wy wilt 
Mo. qilemand) 4» quote gum prinsa that we bewe will be баста 


Wes Leer от вената md э! „емүр quist bo tudo diver 
„ан 


ALEXANDER HARVEY @ SONS, Ltd, 
ALBERT STREET, AUCKLAND. 


The W.F.C.A., Ltd., 


LAMBTON QUAY, 
WELLINGTON. 
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ITALIAN QUEENS 


Poum Mints шыг» Long [унун 
Mink Cleaver ‘trains 


THESE ANE THE FES THAT Fite 
THE SUPERS AND THE POOHETS, 
SARE AAMT сатам ттт 
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M. SHEPHERD, 


10 WILMER STREET д OMmrsTONUREH 


W. A. DAWSON, "m 
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To get the Best returns 
from your Honey you must 
use Up-to-date Equipment! 
IN BEE-KEEPING, as in everything else, the man who 
utilises labour-saving appliances is the man who makes 
most money Pottering away with old-fashioned plant 
is the most extravagant practice of which any Apiarist 
can be guilty. Let us equip you with the modern type 
of plant, and you will find that results will more than 
justify the expenditure. 
Automatic Extractors 
m a 


Extractors ! ! 


It tells you about the wonderful machines which the large 
Apiarists are now using. ‘he plant consists of a 4, 6, or 8 
Comb Extractor with a Honey Pump geared to the side, and 
the whole outfit driven by a 1: or 1) Horse Power Motor. It 
saves—Time, Labour and Wages, and gives an increase in the 
amount of Honey extracted. 


We would like to send you a FREE 
Worked by Motors. Y i 
We also stock the Latest Extractors for working by hand. 
The. “ Baines” 
a TT This ingenious appliance removes all 


Pamphlet on Power Honey 
Capping Melter.  ‘gissicutties in dealing with Un-cappings. 


It is Automatic in action and produces a High-grade Wax 
immediately the extracting is finished. Will deal with combs 
in any condition while the Honey is not injuriously affected 
in the slightest degree. 

Price Complete —50/- 


Steam-Heated 
Uncavping Kn "m LEA'S New Patent Steam-Heated Knife 
Uncapping Knife. is a tremendous boon to Bee-keepers. 


The Knife has a hollow blade through which the steam passes 
all the time, keeping it always piping hot and ready for use. 


D BY A PRACTICAL 
PERS. 


A PRACTICAL DEVICE, INV 
-K 


MAN FOR PRACTICAL В 
Price—42/- 


Alliance Box Co., Ltd., 


Headquarters for Apiarists’ Supplies, 
CASTLE STREET -  - DUNEDIN 
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